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MC COMBS HOUSE
Havre de Grace, Md •
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Built in the late 19th century in the style of a Gothic cottage, the McCombs
House also displays Eastlake trim on the porch and entrance. The main section
of the house is under a gambreled roof, but a prominent two story gable addition
with a bargeboard projects from the center of the front elevation.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

120 S. 'fJnion:_ A~enue- ·. is a two story, approximately four bay wide dwelling
located on the corner of S. Union Ave. and Bourbon St., facing east.
Believed to have been built c. 1880, in the style of a Gothic Revival Cottage
the house has Eastlake trim. The main section is under a garnbrel roof,
but a prominenent two and c half story gable addition projects from the
center of the front elevation, the focal point of the house. In addition,
two wi~gs with second story porches join the gable ends of the main
section. The house is owned by a doctor who has his office on the first floor.
It is covered with clapboards and painted white with green trim.
The front elevation has a one bay gabled entrance portico, north of the
advanced center section, with pairs of bracketed turned posts, similar to
those on the front elevation portico. Conforming to the polygonal shape
of the wing (now a garage) on t:-,e :-·orth elevation is a pentagonal second
story porch with a scalloped wood shingled roof. The roof is supported by
turned posts which are framed by perforated brackets, and a low.spindle balustrade~
An additional dec~rative bracket is in the center of each porch bay.
Most of the windows have 2/2 light double-hung sash with recessed lintels,
having a bead at the top, and plain wooden sills. A three-part 2/2 light window
consisting of one large window flanked by two smaller ones, is on the second
story front elevation, center addition. W indows with pointed arches are in
all the attic gables, one on the front and two at the sides. Front elevation
windows have half panel-half louvered shutters on the first floor and
louvered shutters on the second floor.
The main entrance is north of the center of the front elevation. It has a
six-panel door with a four light transom above it, the ends of the transom
frame being curved. In the center of the southelevation of the wing is a
multi-light door with a ten-light transom above it. French doors framed by
louvered shutters, are found in the rear of the north wing.
The house is covered by a slate · gambrel roof with the ridge running north
to south and has a steeply ponted slate ga.ble roof on the advanced center addition; a brick center chimney is found on the gambrel roof.
A polychrome slate tile walk leads to the main entrance, and a patio of the
same material is found at the rear. There are no outbuildings of note.
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BUILDER/ ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A.P. Mc Combs, for whom this house was built, was the owner
of the Havre de Grace Iron Works, which he bought in 1866,
the Havre Republican , established in 1868 and in 1905 he
was president of the First National Bank (HA-1113). Believed to have been built in the 1880's, the Mccombs House is
one of the most substantial yet picture~que frame dwellings
in Havre de Grace. The roof line on the main section is
particularly unusual in that it combines a gambrel with an advanced
i
gable , having an ornamental bargeboard on it • The house
appears to have been altered on the exterior and interior, and
the 1899 Sanborn Insurance Map shows it with a veranda across
the entire front, now removed. Unlike many of the houses in
Havre de Grace used for professional purposes, this house
has retained its residential appearance.
Union Ave. runs north to south with the Chesapeake Bay at
it's southern end. Wide and tree shaded, the street has
many architecturally significant buildings of differnt styles
on it; it is the town's most impressive street visually. The
northern and middle parts of avenue are particularly rich
in 19th and early 20th century architecture. Whereas,at the
southern end (between the hospital and the Bay) most of the ·
houses, interspersed with MD's offices are new.
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Marion Morton-Historic Sites Surveyor
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July 19, 1977
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Maryland Historical Trust
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement.
The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.
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